ORIENTEERING TWO – DAY TEAM CHALLENGE

INFORMATION PACK
General Information

The Two – Day Team Challenge will take place in Galway on October19th & 20th 2009. These two days will have two events each for teams to complete. This Challenge is designed to introduce different Orienteering Disciplines to military personnel, to broaden their knowledge of the sport. The daily start times will be 1000 on the 19th and 0930 on the 20th. Teams must consist of three persons (male, female or mixed) with no substitutions allowed, and all members to complete each event. Each team must have a designated team captain, who usually would be the most competent orienteerer of the team. Units, sub-units or barracks may enter teams (allowing for a mix of personnel from smaller units who otherwise could not participate), however teams cannot be from mixed Brigades or Formations. In the case of units such as TIS etc, they may run as part of the nearest barracks to them, but not in a unit or sub-unit team. (ie Personnel from TISK cannot run with B Coy, 4 Inf Bn, but can run with Collins Bks, Cork.) Team entries must be presented to sgt Eddie Hosty HQ Coy 1 Cn Cois NLT October 14th 2009.

Rations & Accommodation

Competitors must submit Ration Indents with their entry forms. All personnel should ensure that their Ration Indents are for two days full rations and that they are made out to Logs Offr, 1 Cn Cois. Personnel will avail of Breakfast and afternoon dinner daily in the Dining Complex, 1 Cn Cois. Lunch will be provided between courses each day of the competition in the form of tea/coffee & sandwiches/rolls. Accommodation arrangements should be made in advance to QM 1 Cn Cois. This will be on a first come, first served basis due to limited accommodation in Dún Uí Mhaoilíosa.
Transport to Events

All teams will be transported from Dún Uí Mhaoilíosa to each event daily. Teams from outside units may travel directly to the first event on Day One. Contact MUST be made with Sgt Eddie Hosty, to confirm arrival time and event location. Teams must then travel with the pre-arranged busses from Dún Uí Mhaoilíosa to ensure that there are no separation issues with transport.

Event Disciplines

All four events of the team challenge will take place in the Galway area. These locations will be revealed on the morning of each event prior to departure from Dún Uí Mhaoilíosa. Before each event, a demonstration of the Event Discipline will be explained to all teams, and questions will be answered concerning them.
Day One

TEAM RELAY

The Team Relay is an event where teams will be given three courses to complete. The courses will consist of one Long Course (A), one Medium Course (B), and one Novice course (C). The Team Captain will decide before starting who will complete which course. There will be a timetable to show which team will go first and which course (A, B or C) will go first second and third. The first member of the team will be released according to the timetable. The next member of that team should then be ready from that moment, to be released, but they cannot be released until the first team member has PHYSICALLY TAGGED the next team member prior to clocking out at the finish. This will be the same for the third member of the team. The team’s total time will then be worked out from the three courses.

REMEMBER – The team member must be PHYSICALLY TAGGED before starting their course.

BUTTERFLY

The Butterfly event is an individual event where upon leaving the start point the competitor will eventually reach the CENTRAL CONTROL. Upon tagging this control they will head for the next few controls. After those controls they will return to the CENTRAL CONTROL, and then go for the last set of controls. The competitor will then report to a holding area, so as to stop any course information being passed out to other team members.

REMEMBER – The CENTRAL CONTROL must be tagged between groups of controls.

Day Two

HARRIS EVENT

The Team Relay is an event where on being released together from the start, the Team Captain will receive three maps showing a SPINE of nine controls and nine LOOSE controls. The spine controls will be numbered from one to nine and each member of the team MUST tag these controls. There are severe penalties for not tagging all of the SPINE controls listed below. The remaining nine LOOSE controls must be tagged by the team. Therefore, the captain decides who must tag the remaining LOOSE controls. He/She may decide that one member will get four of them and another may get two and him/herself may tag three of them, it is the CAPTIAN’S call who will tag what, the goal being that the team completes the entire course between them. The controls may be tagged in any order, unlike the other events. REMEMBER – All team members must tag the SPINE controls, and the LOOSE controls are divided between the team, and that the order that the controls assigned to a person are tagged is irrelevant.

STREET EVENT

The Street Event is a classic orienteering event ran in an urban environment, which throws up many different obstacles that orienteerers would not be normally used to in a normal orienteering environment. This discipline is in contention for Olympic status, as so should be taken as the next big orienteering event for other military competitions such as the Summer Street League.

Scoring & Penalties

Team Scoring

Scoring will be done using team’s cumulative times from each event. (ie Day One, Event One total team time = 1.05:00, Event Two total team time = 55:50 => total team time for Day One = 2.00:50, and the same applies for Day Two, then the two daily totals are added together for a total time, giving the teams score) 

Individual Scoring

Individual Scoring will be taken from an individual’s cumulative time from the Butterfly & Street events over the two days in the same fashion as given in the above example.

Penalties

Such as is the nature of Orienteering, some team members will not be able to find all controls and so this will incur a penalty. The penalty for a missed control will be 15 minutes, except in the Harris Event where the 15 minutes penalty will apply to the LOOSE controls only, and a 30 minutes penalty will apply to the SPINE controls.

Awards

The awards for the Two – Day Team Challenge will be as follows:

Team Awards

1st Place – Team Challenge Shield (& Gold medals for all members)

2nd Place – Silver medals

3rd Place – Bronze medals

Individual Awards

Male 1st, 2nd & 3rd place medals (irrespective of age/team category)

Female 1st & 2nd place medals (irrespective of age/team category)

QUESTIONS?

Any questions in relation to this event should be sent to Sgt Hosty (087 – 992 3603) or Cpl O’Brien (ext 1763)

HAPPY ORIENTEERING!

